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GENERAL CROP SITUATION FAVORABLE 


As of September 1 agricultural 
conditions in the State as a whole 
were generally favorable. August 
rainfall was below normal in most 
areas, especially the Piedmont sec- 
tion. However, early September rains 
have amply replenished moisture sup- 
plies in all except local areas 

Except for cotton, crop prospects 
made good improvement over the out- 
look a month earlier. An all-time 
record corn crop of 78.5 million bush- 
els appears more certain. Total flue- 
cured tobacco production promises to 
be the fifth largest crop of record. 
Record crops of soybeans and alfalfa 
hay are also indicated. Hay produc- 
tion Will be less than last year, but 
above average. Peanut production is 
expected to be about 22 percent below 
average, due to a smaller acreage as 
well as lower yield per acre. Com- 
mercial apple production will be more 
than double last year’s crop and the 
largest since 1946 on the basis of 
September 1 indications. Pastures 
continued to offer above average graz- 
ing for this season. The only dark 
spots in the agricultural picture for 
North Carolina this year are the pros- 
pects for the smallest cotton crop 
since 1875, and the smallest peach 
crop since 1943. 


PEANUT PROSPECTS UNCHANGED 


September 1 reports from peanut 
producers continued to point to a 
crop of 247,520,000 pounds, the same 
as last month. Such a production 
is about 2 percent above production 
last year, but 22 percent below 
average, August rainfall in the 
Northeastern commercial peanut 
counties was generally normal or 
cbove. However, stands are below 
normal and growers have had some 
difficulty in controlling grass in 
peanut fields. 


The U. &. sweetpotato crop of 59.9 
million bushels will be about 10 per- 
cent larger than last year's crop. 
Yield ter acre is near record. 


FAVORABLE AUGUST WEATHER 
IMPROVES FLUE-CURED PROSPECTS 


According to reports from growers 
of flue-cured tobacco in North Caro- 
lina as of September 1, considerable 
improvement in production prospects 
for tobacco occurred during August. 
Almost all the increase in production 
Drospects came about in the type 12 
(Eastern Belt) producing area. A 
slight increase in production also 
developed for type 13 (Border Belt) 
tobacco. Improvement in tobacco pros- 
pects in these two belts is attribu- 
ted to unusually favorable August 
weather which resulted in good growth 
and maturity of late plantings and 
fourth primings through tips of early 
plantings. 

As of September 1 total production 
of flue-cured tobacco is forecast at 
787,920,000 pounds - an increase of 
2.6 percent from the August 1 esti- 
mate and 7.7 percent above the 731, - 
530,000 pounds produced in 1949. High- 
er yields were indicated for both 
type 12 and type 13 on September 1 
than a month earlier with no change 
indicated for type 11. Improved 

(Continued on Page 4) 


DROP IN MILK PRODUCTION CONTINUES 


Milk production on North Carolina 
farms has been steadily declining 
since reaching the May-June peak. 
Total production during August is 
estimated at 153 million pounds 
compared with 156 in July, 159 in 
June and 158 million in May this 
year. August production a year ago 
was 151 million pounds - 2 million 
below August 1950. 

The number of cows on farms 
(includes both dry and milked) 
during August averaged 375,000 
head. This was up slightly from the 
374,000 head on farms in July. This 
increase was due largly to additions 
of heifers to herds brought about 
by increased emphasis on late summer 
and fall freshening in order to 
counteract the usual seasonal de- 
cline in milk production. 

Pasture condition declined 4 
points from August 1 and as of 
September 1 was indicated at 88 
percent normal. Most of the decline 
in condition occurred in Piedmont 
and Coastal Counties, particularly 
in the latter area where soil 

(Continued on Page 4) 


STATISTICIANS VISIT CROP REPORTER 


Mame CH io aise 


Britt, 


Regular Crop Reporter from Wake County discusses his Crop 
Report with Representatives of Crop Retorting Service - Mr. Britt has been 
a regular reporter for 30 years. 
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HAY CROP DOWN 7 PERCENT FROM 1949 


The estimated production of all 
hays in North Carolina as of Sept- 
ember 1 totalled 1, 299,000 tons, 
showing no change from a month 
earlier in prospects for the crop. 
The prospective production, however, 
is 7 percent below the 1,395,000 
tons produced last year. 

Dry weather in the Piedmont areas 
during the first three weeks of 
August retarded growth of the alfalfa 
crop and reduced the expected yield 
to 2.4 tons per acre. The total 
productionfor the state, however, 
is still expected to reach a record 
144,000 tons this year. Generally 
the fourth cutting of alfalfa has 
now been made. 

Clover and timothy hay prospects 
improved during the month. Weather 
conditions in the western counties 
of the state were generally favorable 
to growth, though some difficulty 
was experienced in harvesting the crop 
due to frequent showers. Total 
production of the crop is now ex- 
pected to reach 112,000 tons, an 
average of 1.30 tons per acre. 

Lespedeza hay prospects remain 
unchanged from estimates of a month 
earlier. This means an average 
yield of 1.10 tons per acre and a 
total production of 531,000 tons. 


GRAIN SORGHUM CROP UP 19% 


September 1 conditions indicate a 
grain sorghum crop 19 percent larger 
than the 1949 production. The 1950 
crop is now estimated at 624,000 
bushels compared with 525,000 bushels 
last year. 

Grain sorghum acreage for harvest 
is currently estimated at 24,000 
acres compared with 21,000 acres in 
1949. The expected yield per acre 
at 26 bushels is 1 bushel higher 
than the 1949 yield. 


SOYBEANS IMPROVE 


The condition of North Carolina’s 
soybean crop improved slightly during 
the past month, adding to the already 
record-high production in prospect. 
Production from the crop is ex- 
pected to total 4,290,000 bushels-- 
meaning an average of 15.0 bushels 
per acre from 286,000 acres to be 
harvested for beans. Acreage for 
harvest is also at a record level 
this year. In 1949, a production 
of 3,960,000 was obtained from 
264,000 acres--also, a yield of 
15.0 bushels per acre. 

National production is now es- 
timated at 274,702,000 bushels, 
an average yield of 21.2 bushels 
per acre from 12,937,000 acres. 
This is 24 percent above produc- 
tion in 1949. 


FARM REPORT 


SEPTEMBER 15, 1950 


AUGUST BGG PRODUCTION HIGH 


During August, farm flocks in North 
Carolina produced 76,000,000 eggs, 
an increase of 8.6 percent over pro- 
duction during the same month last 
year. 


The rate of lay at 1,141 eggs per 
100 layers was up 6 percent from a 
year ago, d the estimated 6, 642, - 
000 layers in farm flocks was an in- 
crease of 170,000 over August, 1949. 


REQORD YIELD AND PRODUCTION OF CORN STILL INDICATED 


The 1950 corn crop in North Car- 
olina is estimated at 78,516,000 
bushels as of September 1. This is 
the same as the estimate made on 
August 1. 

The prospective 1950 crop would 
be the largest of record and ex- 
ceeds the record crop of 1949 
by almost 3 million bushels. The 
estimated 1950 crop is 41.8 percent 
more than the 10-year average produc- 
tion of 55,385,000 bushels. 

The September 1 estimated yield 
per acre of 36.0 bushels would also 


be the highest of record. The 1949 
average yield per acre was 35.0 
bushels and the 1939-48 average 
yield is 24.2 bushels per acre. 

The 1950 U. S, corn crop is 
estimated at 3,162,638 bushels 
which is 6 percent less than 1949 
production but 9 percent more than 
the 10-year (1939-48) average pro- 
duction of 2,900,932,000 bushels. 
The 1950 U. S. average yield per 
acre is estimated at 38.1 bushels 
as compared to’ the average yield of 
32.9 bushels per acre. 


COTTON PROSPECTS DECLINE SHARPLY 


On the basis of reports received 
from cotton growers throughout the 
State prospective production from 
North Carolina’s 1950 cotton crop de- 
clined sharply during August. As of 
September 1, production is estimated 
at 200,000 bales (500 lbs. gross 
weight). This is a drop of 30,000 
bales from prospects on August 1. 
If materialized, such a crop would 
be the smallest produced by Tar Heel 
growers since 1875. The estimated 
200,000 bales this year compares with 
466,000. bales harvested last year and 
the 10-year average production of 
578,000 bales. 

Average lint yield per acre from 
the 1950 crop is now estimated at 173 
pounds -- 86 pounds below the average 
last year, 200 pounds below the 10-year 


average and the smaliest yield since 1892. 

As of September 1, the acreage for 
harvest is estimated at 556,000 acres, 
compared with 860,000 acres harvested 
last year and the 10-year average of 
738,000 acres. 

As cotton began to open in south- 
em counties, it became apparent that 
loss to the bol! weevil was greater 
than expected. Boll worms also have 
been very destructive in many areas. 
Field examinations show that a high 
percentage of the bolls now on plants 
have been punctured by the boll weevil 
and will not produce. 

September 1 conditions point to a 
crop of 9,882,000 bales for the Nation 
as a whole. This compares with 10,- 
308,000 bales forecast on August 1 and 
16,128,000 bales produced in 1949. 
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FARM REPORT 


RECORD HIGH SWEETPOTATO YIELD 


The condition of North Carolina 
sweetpotato crop as of September l 
indicated a yield of 120 bushels 


per acre, the highest of record. 
This yield, however, was equaled in 
1946. 


Growing conditions during August 
were generally favorable for the 
maturing crops, causing production 
estimates to increase slightly over 
the August 1 forecast. At present 
the crop is expected to produce 
6,480,000 bushels. This is about 
10 percent above last year but 12 
percent below the 10-year average. 
The acreage for harvest in the State 
this year is currently estimated at 
54,000, comparing with 52,000 last 
year and the 10-year average of 
70,000 acres. 

For the Nation, a crop of 59, 884, 000 
bushels is in prospect which is 
about 10 percent above production 
in 1949. 


BROILER PRODUCTION HIGH 


Operations continued at a high 
level in the Chatham-Wilkes Com- 
mercial Broiler Areas during August. 
August placements of 1,841,000 
chicks were a record high for the 
month, exceeding placements during 
the same month a year ago by 726,000 
chicks or 65 percent. 

The’ number of eggs set during the 
month by commercial hatcheries 
supplying the areas totalled 1, - 
849,000, compared with settings of 
1,287,000 eggs during the same month 
a year ago. 

Hatchings of 1, 359,000 chicks 
also set an August record. 

More favorable prices and strong- 
er demand for finished broilers 
since the beginning of the Korean 
War are largely responsible for 
high level operations in broiler 
industry during this season of the 
year when output is usually rel- 
atively low. 
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LARGE COMMERCIAL APPLE CROP 
ESTIMATED 


Commercial apple production in 
North Carolina is estimated at 
1,184,000 bushels, based on reports 
from growers as of September l. 
This is an increase of nearly 14 
percent over indications on August 1. 
Such a crop would be 164 percent 
larger than the short 1949 crop and 
21 percent greater than average. 
The U. S. apple crop at 219,053,000 
bushels is ll percent below 1949 but 
9 percent above average. 

September 1 reports from pecan 
producers indicate a total crop of 
2,112,000 pounds, a slight improve- 
ment over last months prospects, 
but still about 28 percent below 
the harvest in 1949. 

A grape crop of 5,500 tons con- 
tinues in prospect. Such a crop 
would be 22 percent greater than 
the 1949 crop and nearly 5 percent 
more than average. 
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1950 CATTLE SLAUGHTER UP 


Commercial slaughter of cattle, 
sheep and lambs in North Carolina 
during July showed an increase over 
the previous month. Hog slaughter 
was down slightly, both in numbers 
and total liveweight slaughtered 
Calf slaughter continued to decline, 
dropping 6 percent below June slaugh- 
ter and 17 percent below the number 
slaughtered in July of last year. 

During the first seven months of 
1950, total liveweight of all species 
slaughtered was up 6 percent over 
the same period last year. Cattle 
and hogs accounted for the increase 
- calf, sheep and lamb slaughter show- 
ing a decline from the previous year. 


FLUE-CURED PROSPECTS IMPROVE 
(Continued) 


yields for type 12 accounted for92 
percent of the 20 million pound 
increase over the August 1 flue 
cured estimate. 

As of September 1 North Carolina’ s 
burley crop showed a slight decline 
in yield prospects. The yield for 
this crop is currently indicated at 
1,590 pounds giving a prospective 
production of 15,900,900 pounds from 
the 10,000 acres for harvest this 
season, 

Flue-cured tobacco production for 
the Nation is estimated atl, 169, 215,000 
pounds as of September 1. This is an 
increase of 4.9 percent from produc- 
tion in 1949. 


MILK PRODUCTION (Continued) 
moisture during the last 10 days 
of August was below requirements. 
Condition of pastures in Mountain 
counties continued good. 
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NORTH CAROLINA LIVESTOCK SLAUGHTER * 


TYPE NUMBER TOTAL NUMBER 
SL AUGHTERED Lt VEWE!GHT SLAUGH TERED 


1949 a 1950 1949 a 


THOUS. HEAD 


6.0 
5.4 


vie) 5,008 
4.5 888 


% 
5.101 
# Includes slaughter under Federal Inspection and other uholesale and retail 


-5 5 
22.0 27.0 


Slaughter; excludes farm slaughter. 


WEATHER SUMMARY FOR AUGUST, 


The trend toward decreasing shower 
activity that got underway in the 
latter part of July continued during 
much of August. Thus, rainfall to- 
tals for August were well below nor- 
mal. Rainfall deficiences of from 
3 to 4 inches were reported in the 
greater part of the State. In the 
city of Charlotte this was the third dri- 
est August in 72 years of record. 
Scattered thundershowers produced 
sharp rainfall differences as well 
as hail in a few local areas. 

For the State in general, tempera- 
tures averaged near normal this month. 


NORTH CAROLINA 
INCHES OF RAINFALL 
DURING AUGUST, 1950 


Rainfall data furnished 
By Dept. of Commerce 
Weather Bureau, Raleigh 


THous. Las, 


—— 


U 
Garrett DeMots 
Meteorologist 


JANUARY: JULY TOTAL 


TOTAL 
LI VEWEI GHT 


1950 1949 a 19 50 1949 2 1950 


THous. LBs. 


5,697 . . 35,105 37,050 
801 ° . 7,830 5,674 


128 109 
41,024 45,400 


THOUS. HEAD 


— 


42 
6, 186 


a/ Revised. 


1950 


Particularly noticeable was the ab- 
sence of any prolonged periods of 
hot weather. Highest temperatures 
in the middle 90’ s were common dur- 
ing the first few days following 
which readings in the 90’S were rare 
until the final three or four days 
of the month. 

The first hurricane of this sea- 
son moved steadily northward to- 
ward the North Carolina Capes sec- 
tion for several hours finally pas- 
sing rather quietly about 70 miles 
to the east of Hatteras early on 
the 20th. 
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